UBRAKY 


WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

b 

and  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


*> 


WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and  the 


Sanitary  Inspectors 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29428129 


Wycombe 

Rural  District  Council 

1944 


Chairman : 

Mr.  J.  PEARCE. 

Vice-Chairman: 

Mrs.  C.  OAKSHOTT. 
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Chairman : 
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Mr.  C.  J.  Conway. 
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Trof.  Cask. 


The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council 
Major  T.  M.  McGown. 

Capt.  J.  W.  McKill. 

Mr.  B.  S.  North. 

Mr.  J.  Nye. 

Mrs.  E.  Pick. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Quicke. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Saunders. 

Mr.  P.  Shephard. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Smith. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Tew. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Walker. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Ward. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Winter-Taylor. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time). 

FRANCIS  H.  P.  WILLS. 

Appointed  1st  April,  1923.  Telephone  No.  Marlow  47. 


Sanitary 

Rowland  H.  Herring, 

A.R.S.I,  M.S.I.A. 


Walter  A.  E.  Tanner,  A.R.S.I. 


Walter  A.  E.  Tanner,  A.R.S.I. 
John  P.  Perry, 

M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
and  Certificated  Food 

*Noel  Morgan,  A.R.S.I. 

*Dennis  J.  Sullivan,  M.S.I.A. 

^Stanley  A.  Latimer. 


Inspectors. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Build- 
ing Surveyor,  No.  1 District 
(Wycombe).  Appointed  1901. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building 
Surveyor,  No.  2 District  (Princes 
Risborough).  Appointed  1927. 

Water  Engineer. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
Appointed  1931. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Housing  Inspector.  Appointed  1935. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Appointed  1938. 

Draughtsman  and  Certificated  R.S.I. 
Inspector.  Appointed  1938. 


Inspector.  Assistant 


Clerk : 

Miss  A.  Hole. 


OFFICES  AND  COUNCIL  CHAMBER  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL:— 

17,  High  Street,  HIGH  WYCOMBE. 

Telephone  No.:  High  Wycombe  1030. 


(^Serving  with  H.M.  Forces). 
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Wycombe  Rural  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1944 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wycombe 
Rural  District  Council. 


Public  Healtli  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

June,  1945.  17,  High  Street, 

High  Wycombe. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladier,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  Services 
of  the  Council  for  the  year  1944. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  and  the  Mortality  Rate  from  Infectious 
Diseases  continue  low,  and  from  the  statistics  furnished  it  will  he 
observed  that  1944  has  been  a very  healthy  year. 

I am  especially  indebted  to  the  senior  officers  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  help  in  the  preparation  of  the  report  and  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  services  at  all  times. 

I would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
in  the  past  by  the  retiring  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  H.  Herring, 
who  has  for  so  many  years  carried  out  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
unfailing  tact  and  courtesy,  and  with  a zeal  and  efficiency  which  has 
given  entire  satisfaction. 


The  Old  House, 
Marlow, 
Bucks. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  P.  WILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics 


Area  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District 

Resident  Population  (1931  census) 

• acres 

Registrar  General  s estimate  of  resident  population  (Mid 
Year  1944)  .... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  194-1)  according  to 
the  rate  books  .... 

40,Jv5U 

Rateable  value  

I U,UoU 

X J 1 c 0*7/; 

Hst mitited  product  ot  penny  rate 

1 j,o/0 

£848:7:8 

Y ear. 

EXTRACTS  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  of  the 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

606 

330 

276 

52 

32 

20 

658 

362 

296 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

9 

4 

5 

3 

1 

2 

12  5 7 


The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . 

T.ie  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  England  and  Wales  

DEATHS.— Males,  175;  Females,  188;  Total,  363. 

Ihe  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Wycombe  R.D.C.  Phthisis  "... 

Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  childbirth 

Deaths — (a)  From  puerperal  sepsis 

(b)From  other  puerperal  causes  


17.8 

17.6 

10 

11.6 
0.3 

Nil 

2 


Total  2 


Infant  Mortality— Seventeen  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year 

Legitimate  11  Males  3 Females 

Illegitimate  2 Males  1 Female 


lotal  13  Males  4 Females 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  25.8  per  1,000  as  compared  with 
the  figure  of  46.0  per  thousand  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  seventeen  deaths  were  attributable  to  the  following:— 


Premature  Births  4 

Bronchitis  2 

Bronchial  Pneumonia  1 

Other  defined  diseases  1 

Congenital  debility  5 


Other  congenital  malformations  4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)-  28  Males  34  Females— 62 

as  compared  with— 29  Males  39  Females— 68  in  1943 
as  compared  with — 12  Males  44  Females— 86  in  1942 
The  following  organs  were  afifected: — 

Oesophagus  3 Uterus  4 

Stomach  8 Breast  12 

Other  parts  of  the  body — 35. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  and  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)— Nil. 
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Table  of  Deaths  (All  causes) 

Males.  Females. 

All  Causes  175  188 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever  — — 

2.  Measles  — — 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  — — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  — — 

5.  Diphtheria  — — 

6.  Influenza  2 1 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica  1 

8.  Cerebro  spinal  fever  — — 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  6 5 

10.  Tuberculosis  other  forms  3 2 

11.  Syphilis  1 — 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane— tabes  dorsalis  — — 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease  28  34 

14.  Diabetes  — — 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  16  32 

16.  Heart  Disease  41  43 

17.  Aneurism  — — 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases  6 10 

19.  Bronchitis  11  5 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  10  8 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases  4 7 

22.  Peptic  ulcer  2 1 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  two  years)  — 1 

24.  Appendicitis  . - — — 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  — — 

26.  Other  diseases  of  the  liver  - — — 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  4 5 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  5 5 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis  — — 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes  — 2 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  births,  malforma- 

tions, etc 9 4 

32.  Senility  — — 

33.  Suicide  1 2 

34.  Other  violence  8 1 

35.  Other  defined  diseases  — 

36.  Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown  17  19 


8 


Cleansing  Department 

CESSPOOLS,  1944. 


Parish. 

Bledlow  -cum-Saunderton 

Bradenham  

Chepping  Wycombe  Rural 

Ellesborough  

Fawley  

Fingest  

Hanibleden  

Hampden  

Hughenden  

Ibstone  

Kimble  

Lacey  Green  

Longwick  

Marlow,  Great  

Marlow,  Little  

Medmenham  

Princes  Risborough  

Radnage  

Stokenchurch  

Turville  

West  Wycombe  

Wooburn  


( tallons  of  Sewage 
Removed. 

613.850 

15.000 
3,007,300 

370.600 
31,500 

1,135,750 

373.600 

23.000 

4.305.800 

189.000 
222,050 

511.500 

184.500 
395,350 
116,750 

105.300 

94.500 

252.000 

1.907.800 

283.300 

644.850 
3,378,950 


18,162,250 


1943  Total  Gallons 


17,093,000 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1944 

District 
No.  1.  No.  2. 


GENERAL. 

Total  number  of  General  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  860  762 

comprising : — 

Number  of  Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  etc.  504  374 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  and  Govern- 
ment Evacuation  Schemes,  etc 68  53 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Inspections,  etc.,  Factories  Act, 

1937 ; Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938;  Petroleum  Regula- 
tions, 1928-1936;  Infectious  Diseases  288  340 

NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  THE  VARIOUS 
STATUTES  are  SUMMARISED  as  follows:— 

Letters  and  Informal  Notices  541  102 

Public  Health  Act  1936.  Statutory  Notices: — 

Section  92.  Housing  Nuisances  1 1 

Complied  with  1 1 

„ 39.  Drainage  1 1 

Complied  with  — 2 

„ 44-45.  W.C.’s,  Privies,  etc 2 — 

Complied  with  1 — 

,,  83.  Verminous  cases  1 — 

Complied  with  1 — 

,,  138-141.  Water  Supply  6 5 

Complied  with  6 5 

Letters  sent  out  from  the  Public  Health  Department: — 

GENERAL  1,389  2,423 

Letters  sent  and  forms,  etc.,  re : — Immunisation  and 

Scabies  259  

WORKS  EXECUTED  AS  A RESULT  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 

Dwelling  house  roofs  repaired  11  io 

..  ..  eaves  gutters  repaired  or  provided  12  8 

„ structural  work  made  good  11  6 

..  ,»  woodwork  to  floors,  stairs,  windows,  etc., 

repaired  22  4 

>.  ,>  internal  plaster  reinstated  8 6 

.i  ,,  window  ventilation  provided  5 

„ house  dampness  remedied  13  10 

..  internal  cleansing  and  re-decorating  13  12 

» >i  cooking  arrangements  rendered  fit  for 

use  2 4 

» » drains  cleansed,  ventilated  or  made  sound  15  10 

..  „ new  drainage  system  provided  8 6 

- ,,  W.C.’s  constructed  8 

» „ Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  5 — 

,,  „ new  cesspools  constructed  6 2 

„ washing  facilities  provided  1 

i>  n food  storage  accommodation  provided  ...  4 - 

i.  „ wells  and  rainwater  tanks  cleansed  6 2 

ii  „ water  main  connections  4 5 

„ „ sanitary  asbbins  installed  2 — 
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District 
No.  1.  No.  2. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Inspections  in  respect  of  Water  Supplies  27  12 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis  6 2 

..  ,,  „ reported  good  2 2 

•>  >,  „ bad  4 

Houses  connected  to  mains  4 j; 

Wells,  cisterns  and  tanks  cleansed  6 2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  Etc. 

Number  of  visits  to  infected  houses  80  72 

» ,,  „ „ schools,  etc 4 2 

»>  ».  >.  ,■  re  Diphtheria  Immunisation  26  — 

„ camps  g 2 

..  ..  „ „ dwellings  re  Scabies  81  — 

..  ..  » „ re  verminous  cases  15  — 

„ „ premises  disinfected  67  24 

„ „ schools  „ 6 

„ „ premises  disinfested  after  vermin  17  — 

n ••  investigations  re  alleged  food  poisoning  ...  5 

VARIOUS. 

Inspections  of  moveable  dwellings  36  10 

„ „ Petroleum  Stores  , 50  45 

Licences  issued  26  30 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  of  Inspections  made 12  6 

„ „ Defects  found  and  remedied  5 4 

FACTORIES. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  25  16 

„ „ Defects  found  16  5 

„ „ „ remedied  16  5 

„ „ Fire  certificates  issued  10  — 

BUILDINGS. 

Total  number  of  plans  submitted  82  17 

comprising : 

Plans  for  dwelling  houses  15  3 

„ „ temporary  buildings  3 1 

„ „ additions  and  alterations  to  dwellings  ...  14  3 

„ „ schools,  canteens,  etc 4 3 

„ „ factory  buildings  1 — 

„ „ „ ,,  additions  2 1 

„ „ welfare  buildings  1 1 

„ „ other  buildings,  garages,  etc 6 1 

stores,  sheds,  etc 13  — 

domestic  workshop  1 — 

piggeries  4 — 

„ „ house  drainage  13  • — 

„ „ lay-outs  of  land  2 1 

„ „ building  development  2 — 

„ „ „ „ refused  2 — 

Numbei  of  letters,  Approval  and  Building  Notices 

and  Certificates  212  62 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  under  the  Ministry  of 

Health  Circular  2871  35  15 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Infestation  is  discovered  during  routine  inspections  or  complaint  by 
the  householder. 

Where  infestation  is  found  picture  rails,  skirtings,  floorboards,  loose 
wall  plaster  are  removed  and  " Cimex  ” blocks  used  for  every  1,000 
cubic  feet  capacity  of  the  infested  dwelling,  the  rooms  being  sealed  for 
a minimum  of  six  hours.  “ Cimex  ” as  a bug  eradicator  has  proved 
most  effectual. 

Zaldecide  is  also  used  to  penetrate  cracks,  etc.,  and  has  proved 
effectual  in  the  destruction  of  the  bugs  and  their  eggs. 

1.  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  4 

„ „ „ „ disinfested  4 

2.  Number  of  other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  7 

„ „ „ ,,  disinfested  7 

Food  Supplies 

No.  1 & No.  2 Districts. 

lbs. 

Meat  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Ox,  Bullock,  Cow — 

Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  142 

Visceral  6 

Other  parts  — 

Pig — 

Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  233| 

Visceral  — 

Mutton — 

Carcase  or  portion  of  carcase  40 

Visceral  — 

Other  Foods — 

Oatmeal  20  cwts 

Flour  140  lbs. 

Cheese  425  lbs. 

Bacon  (imported)  535  lbs. 

Butter  46  lbs. 

Marmalade  7 lbs. 

Canned  Herrings  2 lbs. 

Canned  Pilchards  1115  lbs. 

Canned  Salmon  10  lbs. 

Canned  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  50 J lbs. 

Canner  Chopped  Ham  175  lbs. 

Canned  Mackerel  35  lbs 

Canned  Brisket  8 ibs. 

Canned  Meat  Roll  18  lbs 

Canned  Corned  Beef  2525  lbs. 

Canned  Pork  and  Beans  2735  lbs. 

Canned  Baked  Beans  255  lb?. 

Canned  Peas  4 lbs_ 

Canned  Vegetable  Soup  5 lbs. 

Canned  Evaporated  Milk  565  lbs. 

Canned  Condensed  Milk  275  lbs. 

Pice  ...  . 24  Ibs. 

Cough  Mixture  1 Bot. 

Shell  Eggs  (Imported)  198 

Oranges  195 
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As  a war  time  measure,  private  slaughterhouses  ceased  to  function 
on  the  31st  January,  1940,  in  the  Rural  District  of  Wycombe  After  this 
date  the  Government  Slaughtering  and  Meat  Control  Scheme  came  into 
operation. 

The  Centres  for  slaughtering  are,  Windsor  and  Marlow. 

MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  is  made  whenever  possible  at 
the  time  of  milking. 

In  many  cases  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  in  cowsheds  owing  to  acute  shortage 
of  labour  on  farms. 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases 

Seventy-six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  twelve  of  Diphtheria  were 
notified  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER  : The  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  were  notified 


from  the  following  parishes : — 

Bledlow-cum-Saunderton  3 

Ellesborough  2 

Fingest  1 

Hambleden  4 

Hughenden  28 

Kimble,  Great  and  Little  1 

Lacey  Green  3 

Marlow,  Great  3 

Marlow,  Little  3 

Medmenham  2 

Radnage  2 

Princes  Risborough  2 

Wooburn  10 

Wycombe,  Chepping  Rural  11 

West  Wycombe  Rural  1 


Thirty-six  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA:  Twelve  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  patients  from  Ellesborough,  Great  and  Little  Kimble,  Little 
Marlow,  Princes  Risborough,  Wooburn  and  Chepping  Wycombe  Rural 
received  treatment  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Booker. 


lo  10  10  'o  lo  in 

r-H  (M  CO  m 
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TABLE  1.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 


TUBERCULOSIS),  1944. 

Patients 

Total  cases  admitted 

Total 

Diseases. 

notified. 

to  hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox  



- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  

76 

36 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  (including  Para- 

12 

22 

— * 

typhoid)  

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

4 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

8 

1 



Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 



Pneumonia  

12 



18 

Measles  

21 

6 

Whooping  Cough  

Figures  are 

115 

for  civilians 

only. 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  2. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1944. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of 
all  the  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  past  year. 


Age  Periods. 


0 

1 


65  and  upw 


ards 


TOTAL  ... 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

2 

2 

i 

3 

4 

i 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

... 

2 

1 

2 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

9 

6 

6 

:t 

5 

3 

i 

1 

1 
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Rainfall 

Professor  Geo.  E.  Cask,  “ Hatclimans,”  Hamhleden,  lias  again 
favoured  me  with  particulars  of  recorded  rainfall  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1944. 


Month. 

Annual 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell 
with  .01  or  more 
measured. 

January  

1.94 

14 

February  

1.42 

16 

March  

0.40 

7 

April  

1.65 

9 

May 

1.09 

6 

Tune 

1.63 

13 

July  

2.21 

15 

August  

1.89 

13 

September  

2.99 

15 

October  

4.20 

18 

November  

4.88 

24 

December  

1.93 

15 

Totals  

26.20 

165 

Largest  Rainfall : November— 4.88. 


Annual  report  for  the  Year  1944  for  the  Rural  District  of  Wycombe 
in  the  County  of  Buckinghamshire,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1947. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  FOR  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . 

20 

IP 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  but  not 

15 

10 



outworkers’  premises)  



13 

6 

— 

TOTAL  

48 

DJ 

oo 

— 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
defects  in 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

’ Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

respect  of 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 



Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

Insufficient,  unsuitable  or  defec- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

tive ; not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

24 

24 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

27 

27 

— 

— 

F.  H.  P.  WILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 


Or  Frain*  & Co.,  Ltd. 


